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Background

» Why bother with a learner corpus of Chinese?

> Most of learner corpora that have been constructed so far
are confined to English learner corpora (such as ICLE, ICNAE,
CLEC, SWECCL) (Pravec 2002).

= With the rise of China as a global power, Chinese as a major
world language has become an increasingly popular foreign
language.

> A learner corpus plays an instrumental role in teaching and
learning Chinese. However, few Chinese learner corpora are
publlcly available, and they have the limitations:

- Small in size
+ Limited data types
- Biased towards Korean, Japanese and Southeast Asian learners

Background (cont’d)
» Publically available Chinese learner corpora

“= (Monitoring Corpus of HSK

Essays)
- By Beijing Language and Culture University (t RBS K
%)
o BEAPHE 1% (The Overseas

Students Wr|tten and Spoken Chinese Corpora)
- By College of Chinese Language and Culture, Jinan
University in Guangzhou (BRI A1)

HSK EHZSAESEIERLEE vera

FHERE

o FUFTRA ORCETEN ®OTFHR" EN
. FH g

Sm ==iRitEEE= ' 2
Sfin =kLiERiE= - - o
[ FteieE | | miteR fid

HSKzhZS{E 3B 1 ZE

Size: 4.24 million Chinese characters

Data tY(pe only one specific type, i.e., written essays by HSK
test takers

Data produced by L2 Chinese learners from 101 countries
between 1992 and 2005
- Altogether 11,569 pieces of essays
> Skewed towards Korean (4, I7l§$apanese 3,2
Sm% pore (843), Indonesnan 7 Malaysnan (422) Thai
), Vietnamese (227), Burmese (202) speakers

Corpus data have been annotated on the levels of Chlnese
characters, phrases, sentence patterns, etc., but t
annotation scheme is quite complicated

Chinese characters not segmented yet

)_The online version offers ‘concordance’ function, but no
awardlist, 7-grams, keyness, etc.



http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus3/Search.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus5/Default.aspx
http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
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BREEPEIBERE, DIBERE

B4 PEIEE

- Size: Around 4 million Chinese characters

- Data Types: Exam essays and free compositions between
2001 and 2010

- Data produced by L2 Chinese learners from 47 countries

- Not having been segmented and annotated yet
> Limited concordance function

B

Size unknown

Data types unknown

Data produced by L2 Chinese learners from 22 countries
Linked to original recording

No transcription conventions, and no error tagging
Chinese characters not segmented yet

Limited concordance function
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Guangwai-Lancaster Chinese
Learner Corpus (CLC): Goals

» To develop a one-million-token balanced corpus

» To meet the learner corpus design criteria discussed in
Granger (2013)
Pertaining to the learner
-+ Age
 Gender: males vs. females
-+ Mother tongue background
Pertaining to the task
+ Medium: written vs. spoken
-+ Topic: heterogeneous
-+ Timing: cross-sectional vs. longitudinal
> From fully natural to semi-natural data

» Tokenization

otation: metadata and error annotation

CLC: Key features

» Over 1.2 million words

» 886 L2 Chinese speakers from 80 countries
» Three proficiency levels

» Fully error tagged

» XML format with rich metadata

CLC: Written vs. Spoken Data

» Ratio of written vs. spoken data
> Original: 7 :3
> Adjusted: 5.2:4.8

» Why?
> More spoken data available

- Reflecting the predominance of speech in daily
communication

CLC: Written vs. Spoken

Data Types

m Written
m Spoken

i
[

v
]

Spoken
910U gy,

CLC: Task Types

» Cover a variety of tasks types

» Written Data
> Essays under test conditions vs. Free compositions
« Descriptive essays
« Argumentative essays
- Letters
« Business writing

» Spoken Data
= Utterances in oral tests vs. Free conversations
+ Oral Tests
- One/two/three test taker(s) vs. an examiner
+ Monologues by an L2 examinee
+ Free Talks (Monologues): “My Hometown” & “A Memorable Trip”
+ Tutorials: NNS vs. NS
-_Interviews: NNS vs. NS
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Topics for Written Test Essays

a business figure that | admire
a custom in your country that is different from China
childhood
China and me
Chinese learning and my personal development
describe a person
introduce a favourite book or movie
love in my heart
my hobby
my idea of
my living
my story
naming
ten years later
travel
tter

Topics for Written Test Essays (cont’d)

picture writing—blame shouldn't go too far
writing using keywords
retell a text that impresses you most

advice
interview report
continuation writing task

business writing

my ideal career

my wealth view

Russians don't believe in love

view on Chinese dialects

what is the most important thing in your life
why do | like this restaurant

miscellaneous

Topics for Free Compositions

» a memorable city

» amemorable event

» a memorable trip

» amovie or book that moves me
» a story about my Chinese learning
» a story that impresses me
» Carol's story

» China and me

» country-specific features

» describe a person

» GDUFS in my view

» introduce a party

» It's too late to

» Katayama Yumi first arrived in China
» Laura learning to drive a car

» my Chinese friend and me

» my dream

» my experience of

» my favourite thing

» my hobby

» my hometown

» my living

» my monthly expenses

Siptasugfter graduation

"y

Topics for Free Compositions
(cont’d)

letter

shorten a text
continuation writing task

advice
announcement
art review

film review

how to keep fit

if the world came to an end

my ideal career

my writing in Chinese

the benefits of having a boyfriend or girlfriend
what is the most important thing in your life
your view of euthanasia

business letter

<H%> Sample writing
<E 25 TE> (descriptive)
<L SEE>

<P>

<HRIEL>

<score: 80>

It ZhF

A4 N <oms>#i<foms> 5 Eif . A N % <orth>F </orth> Hi
W, AN CEHCE . IR0 ELF R <orth>F </orth> Y,
<orth>% <forth> 45 Fl Fik . 433 1R A, HUZ HEE . K
<orth>H </orth> —fif #:>] <orth>Hi</orth> i . & 1 XK <orth>
% Hi</orth> ¥ . & — <orth>fi</orth> & #iF HE . <orth>3k
<forth> % 7 Ui <orth>Hi<forth> § , {Hj & <oms>7i</oms>
A WIE L ABAT B A AR AR

<>

<> Sample writing

i

<H> (continuation writing task)
<HRMEL>

<score: 95>

<prompt> i & 4]

i1 %)
5 FS4E DU, 7 B Sk

o Al AR

. BT A

i s 7 T, Tk
e WA

i
fiefi]

</prompt>

KT 0% & Rk 1% 7936 0 9 T <punct>, </punct> —#i—f . b — F Bl 06 %
</punct> ik WIE T 2 i %

ol %, i i T, CRMET A
E: e, U J. AL . 0 <ind>t</ind> 4 4

<ind> 7 </ind>, {rj

KB, ST %Rk .

FIE) 5T, TR R, i R <erf>3E% iF K<ferf> . IXF, —HEJLK., #T HER,

S84 Ak PSR Lt AT T . X LK, <meaning> 1l 3 B H H B 40 & AN 2 A inEC (1 4T
< /meaning> .

Pk A LR B T, A o
R 411 9 %T T . LECS
i
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<> Sample writing (letter)
<PEHEA >

<PHIEA iG>

<H>

<HR{EL>

<score: 71>

Fofth ot CAbot B By
) R (l I B L
th WL, AR R 2%

<prompt>ﬂ A —A o E A A P E
) A (i) 5 AE b
] EL A AR, RS, TR, R A,
RAT 1 L . </prompt>

<name><punct> </punct>
PR 5 15, AR 1 S EARE 2 <meaning> M H AT I
</meaning> suo L\ & 5 iX Hf {5
A TM —L <errf>I{$ﬁl</errf> —HLAE T A R ] . /A
K] Z AN, A7 L, DE, Wi 47 YUE DUR . 7
<errf>#] ff</errf> PY JE . 3 i) [F% A1 # <oms>ii</oms> L it 4 17
Lish. MO PCBEBU T, IR ? 7 L5 IR 0 B EARE?
<meaning>/" | 9 & si A K SEET AL iE 7TLL </meaning> . A £ ,
JRE . #h¥E . BO ¥ GUAN H4 i . A 3y iFE . A5 A L
zang .
KRR
§fems> Li F .

gl

Lt JIAO RE, & AN XI GUAN . JUFE 1§ F 74 <oms>1R

<>

<fFEA> Sample business writing
<>

<5>

<HHfEL>

<score: NA>

LR i M <errf>El</errf> =i <orth> W </orth>%% fR#

B A L

fagy

£ <orth>[</orth> ¥ I HH| 5t 247 ) {58 <punct>, </punct> I} 5t
A AE <oms>f</oms> % USB /b 77k, bl USB Bz F45 . USB /) L
B~ USB /N UKFE o o .

AN X Bt AE] {7 oy O <punct>, </punct> Jf FLF Bt A
if] e A —F B AR R s, Bk, BE, AEOTC <errf>
Hi<ferrf> 221t <errf>H Wi</errf> . &Y Gk 5 8t AR &1F I B3 X -

oy BAR T7s W

<rhig>

<HhE> Oral Test: S vs. E
<ihif>

<>

<IEHIR>

<score: 90>

ﬁzm* Hi<name>.

<read|ng>

U, EEFNXE, AR OREUZE A, kAt B

<|_pause>#5-—.

W, B, b, R BECETD S SIE A e, .

RFERAUE, WK AR 05, BARSZHL, ROSTERLIENY, EREFE I <laugh> K % & fi

S:
E: I
S:
E:
S:
E:
S:
B

R I T RSP R AN, T <laugh>BATE A EIXHE . S
Rekie, W, (ERIEIMA ) L H W, M =P e
SRR, JEE(ERIMIRE, RIVAKIO5TAAME, FUMRLUR, MU HmR,
EJ][ULEI’JEE‘ "“T
SR P AT P g ?

it SRFERGH. e, AR F<name>, #EEEY:, WA,

<S1 ¥14;S2 W1k >

<SLHE ;S22 > Oral Test: S1, S2, (S3) vs. E
<S1 PP 1, S2 skl 9615 >

<S1 #%;S2 %5>

<S1 [HEHIR;S2 [1HEHi>

<51 96;51 95>

Ed U, $JLA?—. L =P8 fL N
Sl #i<s_pause>, %P_Tl"

E: Rk,

18

g
1§, <name>, FILLEARE?
St: NGB 2 A1)
S2: Wi AREEH, JRIRIEHBHSK T, fEIE?
S1: W, 1%, %szm IR FEHSK g Bt ke
S2: kAt A FEM 2 ARASE SR A 5 12
S1: FHRRS, A, BIBAZMIE T . WARERE T, Eak?
: U PR RE] T, LB I
: W, ARASE B FHU T AH AT LA <laugh>?
A2, <laugh>Z i [ 16 P FHLLL £ (80 -
R, AR, SEFHLAWEEE RS .
DI RRE, FRar LU O 55
RATEH I, TRk !

SEES ]
J <laugh>.
. HECIOANG . A T 2 O]

Oral Test: Monologue
<>
<Zg[H>
<TRiE>
<>
<IEHIA>
<score: 92>

S: W, Fni<name>. Wi, i4)T, <reading>. #, ff, RRSIBURER
s AR, RERML MAHRKETRER IR T =, REAGURAS, WA
SKIMEE, WAL, VB, FORAE, BOATCEAGRRT MRS, T, A
<unclear>7Z % 1 4~ <clear_throat> {13k, Wi, 7EFEIN, (ERRBEMRZEM
<clear_throat>7E S SR E M A B, HEAMg, Wi, FEUNE, MpndE, )
e, <clear_throat> AR AN % 2. WERERbEAZ L. A=l
SN, WE, KRR, AR AR E<lex3>. AJE WL ZIZ (4,
FE bz <clear_throat>, Akl 4, WE, —FHrGsE, T8
ﬂJHTﬂJ:%ﬂ’%#E’Jgﬂ, Letnt, W, WE, tedn, fapk, WE, SEA. AL A
QAR ESARES S, VB, BT AAWETLANE T o AR AR N 1
o, Xﬂh%&%a’r‘lﬁ%t

Y
:gg; Free Talks: Monologue
<IFEiE> 2tow

DS My Hometown
<FHEIRMEZ]>

<score: >

S FRiE 2 mi<foreign>, i, L4 UFRI PER L B <laugh> .

i, WE, fE<s_pause>—~it|<foreign> {14 . Wi, ﬁK"ﬂJ’&N% ,
il<s_pause>iitt<sigh>Fi%, #AWIIILLRLE . VE, Brbl<foreign>tifr T, WE, —
Al EF\B?E@#E&J: JTLL, DO A i o CARE N AR R
W, HMGRIEAT, SRR R k. 1T, SRR AR D 17 2

iy, Wi, }\Dﬂﬁﬁﬂlﬁ‘f Tie Wi, ﬁ?k<s_pause><fore|gn
ARE b T I
<|augh>,§\%u%ﬁ¥1%<s pause>&ﬁ{+/\}<<s pause>ﬁ€ﬂ’]}\1’ﬂ LT
. A 1, N Al
<fore|gn> fbAE2F 5| . £ SRR — 11 B X
1L e, <fore|gn>E’]J’L i s N h<foreign> CL 4 4 P25
k %3 ause> 3k, Wi, <|_pause> /%
4% <foreign> (A%, WL,
i 214l , K%<s_pause>, tegiKii KEHRLAEN
PLfI<s_| pause>—/\§)\ﬂ’lrhi%%é‘ %F}iliifﬁrﬁ" . 45 <foreign> AASKE W T4
< h>, ARRERIFH, 4180, Bl WE, TLl<foreign> ARSI, U, i
gL (RS, SR BRI, PO A3 E 1 <s_pause> fi1
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Free Talks: Monologue

< %‘Téﬁcﬁm > A Memorable Trip
<>

< FHBRELHT>

<score: >

S: &4EEXMMT TERRCL 2 220 —edly, bbd SR, B, A, RORR,
TR * T IS, WE, FANEWILART,
RILMI AN )JD*"EQ/I\E‘HE

E‘]flh S ﬂF itﬂ]&m&
f ixf . s EBRATE SR
W, AL, v, 7?4??12‘“4 i MR b, UF AR,
E? Tz SETRME . SURAK. UL, W5, AB)LAA, fHABA
SEIXAER), LRI HATR
15T PR K, Rz

LB R 1 LS
Rt <laugh>. T[RRI K EXIXA T, ﬁbtfn: ??
&E‘J%é FRETEAT, R g et 75 #R R 3
L1, &fﬁ*%ﬁﬁm"zﬁé‘lm I_I (t?iﬂ Ui, i,
B, hAHHLE, AR, s AR

AN, FrLh, g %,

<> Free Conversations: 1 NS vs. 1 NNS
<HE[H>

<YLif>

<>

<[>

<score: >

NNS: @*& =il

NS: X, xf, X, k- 2o
NNS: Veah

NS: I H
NNS AR M {5 i 1.

o R, PR, R, BRI
NS MLEJHV‘:?M‘F action star.

4&3&4&8’]7}\ i, RS IRE A, A midnight T i

NS: i
NNS: 473N e, RIGRIESH, fhif<_pause> Wi, )L, right?
NS: <laugh>.
NNS: Oh my god! JX LRy, JLMWIRIAMAG, gLk, W, W, SRR, ERh, k...
SRR SR, IELF.
P9 bk, OB, gL S S i L2 Filh, fh4, forpE

CLC: Proficiency Level

» Original Plan
> Beginners vs. Intermediate vs. Advanced
©3:4:

» Adjusted
o Written: 2:5:3

» Reasons
= The written output by beginners is relatively small
> Beginners can produce more spoken data than written data
> Very few learners can reach the advanced level
- In addition, the syllabus for the advanced learner is focused
more on writing than on speaking

» Currently
o Written:

13.14% : 54.73% : 32.13%

CLC: Proficiency Levels

Written Corpus Data Spoken Corpus Data
m Beginner m Intermediate m Beginner m Intermediate
m Advanced m Advanced

Corpus Data

Written Corpus Data

CLC: Proficiency Level

Whole Corpus Data

m Beginner
W Intermediate
m Advanced

CLC: Country Background

» Corpus data were produced by L2 learners
from altogether 80 countries
> Written subcorpus: from 76 countries
> Spoken subcorpus: from 56 countries

» L2 learners from top 10 countries
- Korea, Thailand, Russia, Kazakhstan, Vietnam,
Japan, Venezuela, Uzbekistan, Ghana, Brazil

- Data not skewed towards East/Southeast Asian L2
learners
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CLC: Gender

» Goal
> Males vs. Females
©5:5

» Currently: 43.55% : 56.45%
o Written: 33.57% :66.43%
> Spoken: 54.35%:45.65%

Longitudinal Corpus Data

» The corpus contains over 200 learners’
longitudinal corpus data (between 2012 and
2015), which we can “track the same
learners over a particular period [i.e. at
different proficiency levels]” (Granger
2013).

e
F_ANA_RU #]—D #1—B H=B(2)
M_CJR_TH #ZA Z=(2)
F_QY_KR &= J %

.g.
S_
S_
S_

Metadata (Headers) in Text

<h > Proficiency level
<E[EH> Country background
<TLE> L1

<H> Gender
<FERE> Task type

<score: 89> Score

Transcription Conventions

» In the process of transcription and
digitalization, we have retained some
transcription conventions, so that some
information (e.g. some features of L2
speakers’ writing and speaking) will not be
missing.

Transcription Conventions in
Spoken Corpus Data (1)

» Speakers ID
°/E: OK. %%,
|S2: B8 - <name>, BRAELIE?
S1: 32 T ? /RIE ?

(N
NNS! 28/, %3118 <|_pause>BRALT LTI,
NS ! BREAREI T

Transcription Conventions in
Spoken Corpus Data (2)

» Fillers
- I (23,083), 12 (24,820), "Wi(6,087), ®k (2,718), &
(1,791)
o AR, [, <s pausedWd, <1 _pause><laugh>¥E, <s pause>&,
g, Wo, WSALRILARG, WE, HRE, WO, B INE S YN
We, SHAREIATAG W, A, W, WL
» Pauses
- <s_pause> pauses <3 seconds
- <|_pause> pauses >3 seconds

» Meta-linguistic behaviour and comments

¢ <clear_throat> <sniffle> <laugh> <sigh> <sneeze>
<whisper>
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Transcription Conventions in Spoken
Corpus Data (3)

<reading>
E: B)iX4G) - BIiXG) -
S: <reading>
E: 18- #F - TbL -

Transcription Conventions in
Written Corpus Data

THh -

P » Typos
SR - <orth> a Chinese character written with an additional or
missing stroke

<foreign>: code switching
o gﬁgﬁﬂ%? - I - Iy<foreign>, W, EMEFEMA=MESH - £
THRY ©

© WEEEHF <orth>#R</orth>HBAR - BER

Anonymisation

© <name>
© <number> (e.g. phone number) » <foreign>
» <unclear> » Anonymisation
© <name>
© <number> (e.g. phone number)
° <email>
» <unclear>
Tevel Orthography . punctuation Texico-Grammar Tollocation
[Type
E rror C 0 d | n g S C h eme omission <pmk>d[w‘n(\:m, <oms> [character omision]
o  Eg= s 2 o & %
M555F<pun(r> ®
</punct> . Em@ﬁ!ﬂ??ﬂi oms>#
Sloms> K
- —A AFE<oms> < /oms> T Hil
» Surface Strategy Taxonomy incorrect e
Omission inclusion
. g, EE ‘5 RED - B<inc>
Incorrect inclusion s
. :gdmbldlmb} Fi- X
Incorrect form N
<inc> W=
Wrong order ®  RINAS=FMAHI 0<in>4
< fincl> EBR TR,

» Error types based on Iinguistic categories incorrect form ;‘m;ww <errf> [erroneous form] <col> [collocation error]
Orthography/Pronunciation understood a5 b AR i
Punctuation g suokes . et | ol SRR

. WEREDT RE B < /col><l_| =N |
Lexis ° o o Do MG < e BT
. <orth
Grammar i< /orh> 15
Collocation 2
rong order im>[wm;gﬂwﬁmrr <wo> EFff
- (Dulay et al. 1982; Ellis & Barkhuizen 2015) </wo> HER
. B RESSNESI. TRER
F0 T BRAE A A <wo> il < /wo>
®  flh<wo>MEF < /wo> ERT
o minm)

<meaning> Interlanguage Errors (1)

W, FEARLARE AP Wil iR, Lt .

» <meaning>%AAIABSRESR </meaning>
RN L,

» <meaning>AZXWFMR - A2 FRELINRM
</meaning>

fRETI R, ST , fRem TR

i B xi.

i, ABATIA FI55 D)

y E: IR - 1R - 4F - BBARSHNBIE AWNESR
BEEMRMHL?
» S:lE, 1B RHBEE . IE - <meaning>TI Lz

Heomex /xuz? : Il@ e B RS
</meaning>, v B N, SHERHBE ARG S0 AE.

A, LCERERRN, AR, W, (GRS, RGBT MBI

FAMERAO—FAHNETTTIAA.
TR 45 H name>, BAKSEY.
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Interlanguage Errors (2)

VUE, 300, BOKEARE, RIECUS, IRIEFHEEHREMAK LT .
WA, ARE L.

o BATEFWRBEE, B EIIESMENE, L, g .
R L2 32 6 [t AR

IXRIIRE 2 JERATM KR pause>s, BT .
WK 2 L.

HE, W, A, GO, MR

A, W8, AN, KIAKIASE, sincere attitude

Qi EIRA . WL RAK.

Interlanguage Errors (3)

y MR, EHEE, RS, S kg
» W, WO, FRCEOARTE, D, WE, AT, EF, U, BEHE

MBS o
y LEEIRZ, Ak, XfEHE.

I — AN A HEMAN . g — AR E, T
8y =

Next Stages...

» Error tagging
» Data analysis

» Corpus depositing and releasing

» Developing an online query system
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