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Background

» Why bother with a learner corpus of Chinese?

‘B Most of learner corpora that have been constructed so far
are confined to English learner corpora (such as ICLE, ICNAE,
CLEC, SWECCL)Rravec 2002 ).

‘B With the rise of China as a global power, Chinese as a major
world language has become an increasingly popular foreign
language.

‘BA learner corpus plays an instrumental role in teaching and
learning Chinese . However, few Chinese learner corpora are
publicly available, and they have the limitations:

q Smallin size
1 Limited data types
1 Biased towards Korean, Japanese and Southeast Asian learners

Background (cont’d)
} Publically available Chinese learner corpora

BHSK (Monitoring Corpus of HSK
Essays)
1 By Beijing Language and Culture University (

B 8 (The Overseas
Students Written and Spoken Chinese Corpora)
1 By College of Chinese Language and Culture, Jinan

University in Guangzhou ( )
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Size: 4.24 million Chinese characters

Data type: only one specific type, i.e., written essays by HSK
test takers

Data produced by L2 Chinese learners from 101 countries

between 1992 and 2005

‘B Altogether 11,569 pieces of essays

‘B Skewed towards Korean (4,171), Ja&anese_ (3,2113, .
Slngapo_re (843), Indonesian (739), Malaysian (422), Thai
(374), Vietnamese (227), Burmese (202) speakers

Corpus data have been annotated on the levels of Chinese
characters, phrases, sentence patterns, etc., but the
annotation scheme is quite complicated

Chinese characters not segmented yet

The online version offers 6conco
list, n-grams, keyness, etc.



http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus3/Search.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus5/Default.aspx
http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
http://202.112.195.192:8060/hsk/index.asp
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http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus3/Search.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus5/Default.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus3/Search.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus5/Default.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus3/Search.aspx
http://www.globalhuayu.com/corpus5/Default.aspx
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Guangwai-Lancaster Chinese
Learner Corpus (CLC): Goals

} To develop aone - million - tokenbalanced corpus

1 To meet the learner corpus design criteria discussed in
Granger (2013)
‘B Pertaining to  the learner
1 Age
1 Gender: males vs. females
1 Mother tongue background
‘B Pertaining to the task
1 Medium: written vs. spoken
1 Topic: heterogeneous
1 Timing: cross - sectional vs. longitudinal
‘B From fully natural to semi - natural data

)} Tokenization

otation: metadata and error annotation

CLC: Key features

y Over 1.2 million words

} 886 L2 Chinese speakers from 80 countries
} Three proficiency levels

y Fully error tagged

+ XML format with rich metadata

CLC: Written vs. Spoken Data

} Ratio of written vs. spoken data
BOriginal: 7:3
BAdjusted: 5.2:4.8

} Why?
‘BMore spoken data available

‘BReflecting the predominance of speech in daily
communication

CLC: Written vs. Spoken

Data Types

m Written
| Spoken

i
[

v
]

Spoken
910U gy,

CLC: Task Types

} Cover a variety of tasks  types

} Written Data
‘B Essays under test conditions vs. Free compositions
1 Descriptive essays
1 Argumentative essays
1 Letters
1 Business writing

} Spoken Data
B Utterances in oral tests vs. Free conversations
1 Oral Tests
| Oneftwolthree test taker(s) vs. an examiner
1 Monologues by an L2 examinee
fFree Talks (Monologues): o My

1 Tutorials: NNS vs. NS
Interviews: NNS vs. NS

Ho me)




2016/5/3

Topics for Written Test Essays

a business figure that | admire
a custom in your country that is different from China
childhood
China and me
Chinese learning and my personal development
describe a person
introduce a favourite book or movie
love in my heart
my hobby
my idea of
my living
my story
naming
ten years later
travel
tter

Topics for Written Test Essays (cont’d)

picture writing i blame shouldn't go too far
writing using keywords
retell a text thatimpresses you most

advice
interview report
continuation  writing task

business writing

my ideal career

my wealth view

Russians don't believe in love

view on Chinese dialects

what is the mostimportantthing in your life
why do | like this restaurant

miscellaneous

Topics for Free Compositions

a memorable city

amemorable event

a memorable trip

amovie or book that moves me

a story about my Chinese learning

a story that impresses me

Carol's story

China and me

country - specific features

describe a person

GDUFS in my view

introduce a party

It's too late to

Katayama Yumi first arrived in China

Laura learning to drive a car

my Chinese friend and me

my dream

my experience of

my favourite thing

my hobby

my hometown

my living

my monthly expenses
Biptanugfter graduation

Topics for Free Compositions
(cont’d)

1 letter

shorten a text
continuation writing task

advice
announcement
artreview

film review

how to keep fit

if the world came to an end

my ideal career

my writing in Chinese

the benefits of having a boyfriend or girlfriend
what is the mostimportant thing in your life
your view of euthanasia

business letter

}

<A > Sample
<Yyi 2@ >
<Yl z¢ >

vriting
(descriptive)

< >
< b >
<score: 80>

@ ., <oms> </oms> . . <orth> </orth>
<orth> </orth> -

<orth> </orth> i i i P

<orth> </orth> W 3 <orth>it </orth> . 3 <orth>
</orth> . W <orth> </orth> A <orth>
</ orth> <orth> </orth> ~ P <oms> </oms>

b LT

< >
< H> Sample writing
< H >
< > (continuation writing task)
< b >
<score: 95>
<prompt> [ H .
Wy o T x W S A
-t 2 A - A 3
vA” VWWH” 3 H XN a 0 " LY
[l L
F oy [ [T [IEY \ u b E fbE -
A o 16 A 1 w i FHe
A W [ W n
A
Ka R R MoOAT E L AT
Al v @ F oy we " " 6" bvAL
v 2 Ave T s Wa 3
b 5 » Saee
ai @ v A
[ Aéé</prompt >
<punct>” </punc® @ A W [ <punct>"
</ punct> v oL <incl> <finc> T e T L :
<incl>3, </incl>" [ b A <incl>3 </incl> o
- L A
[~ - <ernf> <lenf> A W W
<meaning> b @
o T <oms> </oms> W
- o P <incl>s </incl> &
_ @ A
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<A > Sample writing (letter) < 5
< > <y > Sample busine!
< >
< > < >
< b > < >
<score: 71> < b >
<score: NA>
<prompt>a Wae T [ . .
P L " h E <erf>4 </enf>"  <orth> </orth> 1
Y LA : 3"y =» A .
A </ prompt>
<name>< punct>' </ punct> ., <orth> <orth> ( _H <punct>" </punct>
R s H <meaning>t M i E <oms> </oms> '\ USB usB a usB
</meaning> suoy  Q H A ausB — AAA B
W <enf> A</enf>® 5T A . E” “  MNe T  <punct>" </punct> E*
@ - R o - z YUEDU A H A W |71 =o E 7 - 0 <errf>
<_errf§A <l errf> A ] <oms> </oms>T d <lerrf> " <errf> <lerrf> A b B . b [ ¥ A
Li T 3 BUR ™ & | LR . |71 .
<meaning> sib er Y </meaning> A - EM b é 6
v * BO GUAN H A - H o€
zangA e e
JIAO RE, b XI GUANA " <oms> 2014 9 11
> Li
N CHOU FU, - <meaning>
<T > <Sla ;824 >
< 2 Oral Test: S vs. E <s1 iS2 > Oral Test: S1, S2, 5. E
< > <S1 182 >
< > <s1 82 >
<o > <Slo ;S20 >
<score: 90> <S196;S195>
E: 3@ WA HE anaEA
S: S1: <s_pause>”
E A E A
S: <reading> A o A :}'OKA A
7 b AW [V - 2" . A S .
. o A S2: <name> H
S:<|_pause> WA R S1 b "
EE " % a8 @ T [ W A Co- B .
S B P M . <laugh> S2: B L HSK . N
'A - S1: T # A W [ HSK H A
E A S2: H Ab N
S: Y <laugh> b A g; b [+ ) 5 A [27 W
" - AH A :
E: A .
S oFTF o M| Y Yy -
H A A
E 7 [ H
s W V] <name>" - A
Oral Test: Monologue : Hz Free Talks: Monologue
<tz < B > My Hometown
< > < >
< > <o 3>
< > <score:>
<o > 5 . . . N
<score: 92> S:_ 3s <fure|gni T : =X B <laugh>A ] G Hg
<s_pause>W @ s <foreign> A @ M3s H \ Cl
S: s <name>A 2 <reaging>A W i} o @ s-pase y <o y- A - A v 'EJ <f§re|gn7>3ﬂ ¢ Y
- - AT A 3 VA T : Q” i - @ Tk WA "» " T b H
- T g B g “E T " [ @ v° yWw . A <foreign>
<unclear>T 3 @ <clear_throat> A - n 7 Mw A T <s_pause><foreign> R cp
<clear_throat> n ‘E T ‘E T E T N H L a7 3@ AT K
<clear_throat> it A e A e <laugh> 'y "E;s_pauw EJ <s_pause> . w
- T - A - A T wWeT T EM 9#M 9 A 7 T8 1s
TN <clear thro\a’u>“ y <IEX3>KA A WT y'- 5. <foreign>" 1 H  <s pause> A1 TP L
~ - - . . 2 . M . . T A <foreign> E™ <sigh>" E 3b w <foreign>
Yo s o . - H L T H . <s_pause> | © <I_pause>\l
H.H A T7 3ubp 3T YNRA 1 - LA E b v Ty Hx 3°  <foreign> E° ~
- H : TA W 3 N N <s_pause>" D v T
<s_pause>W @ L A <foreign>, b b
augh>" b [ Ay 7y <foreign>, A -
3 N TowoC [ <s_pause>
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<T > Free Talks: Monologue
< vVe>
< v o> A Memorable Trip
< >
<o 3>
<score:>
S: - W - - E @ E -
- H oA T bt AT He Y
v - u v Tu T advve
A" @ ENY oo oW A Yy “ 17" -
A R T A
vod . - R o N
| W R™ ~ & 7 T e T
R ] A R - R«
v RO - CoHe
AA R | 7 a a
A 3y vy W
H” TR} @ T A -
u fn 3 w - PR
A - P w T T
N s} A T3 W 3 N
T YW A

Free Conversations: 1 NS vs. 1 NNS

action starA

ur E'EA

<I_pause> Ty [TA
NS: | [T 2A N
NNS: . L LW - . midnight¥ A
NS: A
NNS: L 1 <l pause> " a='H right?
NS: <laugh>A
NNS: Oh my god! Wi b M et

A EE A

CLC: Proficiency Level

1 Original Plan
‘B Beginners vs. Intermediate vs. Advanced
B3:4:3

Adjusted
BWritten: 2:5:3
B

} Reasons
‘B The written output by beginners is relatively small
‘B Beginners can produce more spoken data than written data
‘BVery few learners can reach the advanced level
‘B In addition, the syllabus for the advanced learner is focused
more on writing than on speaking

Currently
BWritten: 13.14% : 54.73% : 32.13%
1y,

CLC: Proficiency Levels

Written Corpus Data Spoken Corpus Data
m Beginner W Intermediate m Beginner m Intermediate
m Advanced m Advanced

Written Corpus Data Spoken Corpus Data

CLC: Proficiency Level

Whole Corpus Data

| Beginner
W Intermediate

m Advanced

CLC: Country Background

Corpus data were produced by L2 learners
from altogether 80 countries

‘BWritten subcorpus : from 76 countries
‘BSpoken subcorpus : from 56 countries

L2 learners from top 10 countries

‘BKorea, Thailand, Russia, Kazakhstan , Vietnam,
Japan, Venezuela, Uzbekistan, Ghana, Brazil

‘BData not skewed towards East/Southeast Asian L2
learners
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CLC: Gender

y Goal
‘BMales vs. Females
B5:5

} Currently: 43.55% : 56.45%
BWritten:  33.57% : 66.43%
‘BSpoken: 54.35% : 45.65%

—_

Longitudinal Corpus Data

longitudinal corpus data (between 2012 and
2015) ,
learners over a particular period [i.e. at

di fferent proficiency
2013).

eg.

BS_F_ANA_RU D B B(2)
BS_M_CJR_TH A @
BS_F.QJY_KR

-

yThe corpus contains ove

which we can otr

Metadata (Headers) in Text

<T > Proficiency level

< S Country background
< > L1

< > Gender

< b > Task type

<score' 89> Score

—_

Transcription Conventions

} Inthe process of transcription and
digitalization, we have retained some
transcription conventions, so that some
information (e.g. some features of L2
speakersd writing notbd
missing.

-

sp

Transcription Conventions in
Spoken Corpus Data (1)

} Speakers ID

BE: OK. ¢
|s2:) A <name> A
S1: A A
N\
BNNS <|_pause > °

e

Transcription Conventions in
Spoken Corpus Data (2)

B<|_pause> pauses >3 seconds

} Meta- linguistic behaviour and comments
B<clear_throat > <sniffle> <laugh> <sigh> <sneeze>

I <whisper>

} Fillers
B (23,083) (24,820) (6,087) (2,718)
(1,791)
1 A" 17 <s_pause> "~ <l _pause><laugh>" <s_pause> "~
o SY R T T T LI ) H
I 1 A
} Pauses
B<s_pause> pauses <3 seconds
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Transcription Conventions in Spoken
Corpus Data (3)

) <reading>
E: A . A
S: <reading>

E A A A A

) <foreign>: code switching
B A A <foreign> °

>
>

) Anonymisation
B <name>
‘B <number> (e.g. phone number)

) <unclear>

Transcription Conventions in
Written Corpus Data

1 Typos
‘B <orth > a Chinese character written with an additional or
missing stroke

1 <orth> </ orth > A

} <foreign>

}  Anonymisation

Error Coding Scheme

} Surface Strategy Taxonomy
‘BOmission
‘BlIncorrect inclusion
‘Blincorrect form
‘BWrong order

Error types based on linguistic categories
‘BOrthography/Pronunciation

‘BPunctuation

‘Blexis

‘BGrammar

‘BCollocation

A (Dulay etal.1982; Ellis & Barkhuizen 2015)

‘B <name>
‘B <number> (e.g. phone number)
B <email>
<unclear>
Tevel Orthography Punctuaton Texico - Crammar. Tollocaton
[Type
omission <punct> [puncuation] <oms> [character omission]
-~ marked only for omission
<oms> 1<t oms>
<punct>
<1 punct> <oms>|
< oms>
<oms> 1</ oms>
incorrect <incl> [incorrect inclusion of a  lexico -
grammatical form]
inclusion
A A <incl>
< incl>
<incl> </ incl> A
<incl>
< incl> .
10<inci>
< incl> s
incorrect form <omh> <ent> [erroneous form] <cob [colocaton error]
[orthography]
. <ent>[ll<t ert> . P
8 understood as . A <erf> <lcol>
incorrect sokes N .
used <l enf> A <col= >|
006 slcob< | _pause> A
<ent> <t en> .
<om>
<t o>
rong order <wo> [arong order]
9 A<wo>.
</ wo>
<wos| el wo>
<wos| < wo>

<meaning>

} <meaning> </meaning >

p-

} <meaning>
</meaning >

= A

) S: A A A <meaning>
A A A A A A A
</meaning> °

Interlanguage Errors (1)

- H [Wab A
T_3 T A
a N T A
T_EW A

- T A - T YT UubAA
" o W fi o A
<namé> A
E: N S:b A
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Interlanguage Errors (2)

~ sincere attitude

Y 0 [V 3
b . A

} n B H
yoRT oy i 19 A

} H 0T < pausest A

} 3 A

Interlanguage Errors (3)

[ T
A
) b i B A
} WQ At Ve 0
A A

Next Stages...

y Error tagging
; Data analysis
y Corpus depositing and releasing

» Developing an online query system
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