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Topics

Wednesday 16 October 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Statistics and language analysis -
#LancsBox KWIC

Wednesday 30 October 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Collocations - #LancsBox GraphColl

Wednesday 13 November 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Group comparison – Text tool

Wednesday 27 November 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Wordlists and keywords - Words

Wednesday 11 December 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, R scripts and #LancsBox Wizard



Brezina (2018)



“Identifying keywords is one of the crucial techniques in corpus 
linguistics (Scott 1997), yet it is also a procedure that is often 
misunderstood. Keywords are words that are considerably 
more frequent in one corpus than in another corpus; we can 
therefore say that keywords are words that are typical of the 
corpus of interest when compared with another corpus. 
However, it is important to remember that ‘keywords’ is a 
relative term depending on the differences in lexical 
frequencies in the two corpora in question. Keywords are 
important when identifying key concepts in discourses, typical 
vocabulary in a genre/language variety, lexical development 
over time, etc.



Think about and discuss

1. What is the difference between keywords and collocations?

2. Are keywords always the most important words in a text?

3. What are the keywords in this short paragraph?
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