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Topics

Wednesday 16 October 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Statistics and language analysis -
#LancsBox KWIC

Wednesday 30 October 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Collocations - #LancsBox GraphColl

Wednesday 13 November 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Group comparison – Text tool

Wednesday 27 November 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, Wordlists and keywords - Words

Wednesday 11 December 12.00pm - 12.50pm UK time, R scripts and #LancsBox Wizard



Brezina (2018)



“By virtue of being in a text together, many linguistic variables 
are related in some way. For example, in English the relative 
frequency of adjectives in texts is related to the relative 
frequency of nouns because adjectives modify nouns and 
therefore typically occur together with them; at the same 
time, this doesn’t mean that nouns do not occur without 
adjectives. […] We can measure the relationships between 
two linguistic variables using a technique called correlation. 
Correlation measures whether two typically ordinal or scale 
variables are related by looking at the extent to which they 
covary. In other words, we are looking at whether, if one 
variable increases, the other variable increases, decreases or 
stays the same.









Feedback in chat – indicate if you’d like to be part of the group in Term 2 (January onwards)



Think about and discuss

1. Why does correlation not imply causation?

2. What is the role of correlation in linguistic research?

Brezina, V. (2018). Statistics in Corpus Linguistics: A Practical Guide. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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