
Open research group
ESRC Centre for Corpus Approaches to Social Science

Lancaster University



Camera on, sound off if possible



Opportunity for next week: 
5 min. presentation
What scientific processes (methods, protocols, assumptions etc.) do you 
use in your research?

Or

What are the challenges in your field?

Or

What motivates/frustrates you about the current university 
environment?

Or

Have you seen anything interesting on the news/in recently published
research?
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Topics: spring term

Wed. 15 Jan. 2025

Research and common 
sense.  Chapter 1

Wed. 29 Jan. 2025

What is science?

Chapter 2

Wed. 12 Feb. 2025

How to do science?

Chapter 3

Wed. 26 Feb. 2025

What is social science and 
the digital humanities? 
Chapter 4

Wed. 12 Mar. 2025

Forms and functions 
Chapter 5

Wed. 26 Mar. 2025

Repetition and replication 
Chapters 6-7



“



Which one does a scientist wear?



Discuss in groups

1. Why does falsification matter when doing science?

2. Which of these statements is open to falsification:

 a) Children from poorer backgrounds in the UK are less likely to 
attend university. 

 b) We can explain social processes by reference to material 
conditions, class struggle and capital dynamics.

3. Do you find it difficult to write Limitations section of your research 
papers? If so, why?
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